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earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: it appears that the term 
"devise" in line 12 is typographical error. Please change the term "devise" to "device". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 2, 4, 5, 7 and 10-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 2, 4, 5, 7 and 10-17 are indefinite because there is no antecedent basis for the 
limitation "said video encoded data file" in each claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-3, 7, 8, 21, 22, 36 and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Franco (US 20020046407 A1) in view of Asada (US 6,885,809 B1). 

Regarding claim 1, Franco discloses a remote video recording and retrieve system 
comprising: 
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a first computing device (remotely programmable video recording device/system) having 
access to a tuner (504), to a computer network (computer network 116), and to a video 
recording mechanism (video recording and replay module) (see figures 1, 5, 10 and [0089]- 
[0091]; and 

a second computing device (user device) having access to said first computing device 
(remotely programmable video recording device/system) via said computer network (116) (see 
figures 1 and 10), and having access to a first data store (removable media, e.g., disc) remote 
from said first computing device (it is noted that the remotely programmable video recording 
device/system is configured to include a storage, e.g., a removable media drive such that the 
recorded content can be transferred onto removable media for use elsewhere. For example, the 
removable media, e.g., disc, can later be used at the user device, e.g., computer. From this 
view, the removable media is located remotely from the remotely programmable video recording 
device/system (see figures 1 and 10; [0153]), said second computing device being effective for 
submitting recording instructions (sending programming instruction 1 18 to the remotely 
programmable video recording device/system via the computer network 116) for recording a 
televised program (see [0064], [0065], [0085] and [0088] and figures 1 and 10); 

said first computing device being effective for accessing and recording said televised 
program via said tuner and said recording mechanism (see [0091]), said first computing device 
being further effective for transferring a video encoded data version of said televised program to 
said first data store (the remotely programmable video recording device/system records an 
encoded video of television broadcast program on removable media - see [0153]-[0154]). 

Franco does not specifically disclose the first computing device being effective for 
encoding a video signal into at least one predetermined video data encoding format. However, 
Asada teaches that a recording/playback device comprises an encoder for encoding video and 
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audio signals from a tuner into compression-encoded data to be recorded onto a DVD RAM, 
and wherein the compression-encoding of video is performed in accordance with MPEG2 (see 
col. 15, lines 61-64; col. 16, lines 31-40). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of Franco by 
including compression-encoding video and audio signals in MPEG2 format at the 
recording/playback device to record the compressed-encoded data onto the DVD RAM as 
taught by Franco in order to effectively maximize space in a storage or removable media for 
storing data. 

Claim 2 calls for the recorded program on the removable media can be retrieved for 
playback (see Franco: [0153]). 

Regarding claim 3, Franco teaches the computer network 1 16 is the Internet (see 

[0063]). 

Regarding claim 7, Franco discloses the remotely programmable video recording 
device/system deletes content least recently viewed or recorded (see [0074], [0093], [0075]). 

Regarding claim 8, Franco teaches that the removable media, e.g., disc, can later be 
used at the user device, e.g., computer. From this view, the removable media is located 
remotely from the remotely programmable video recording device/system (see figures 1 and 10; 
[0153]). 

Regarding claim 21 , Franco teaches providing a verification logon sequence for the user 
device prior to permitting access (see figure 2A, [0068], [0069], [0083]). 

Regarding claim 22, Franco teaches the removable media is located remotely from the 
remotely programmable video recording device/system records broadcast content in 
accordance with the programming data, which may be one or more VCR-Plus codes. It is further 
noted that base upon the VCR-Plus code, the device/system determines the appropriate time 
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and channel to record and records the broadcast content identified by the code (see [0006], 
[0106], [0081], [0092] and [0096]). 

Regarding claim 36, Franco shows a web site through which the remotely programmable 
video recording device/system can be programmed including authorization verification prior to 
accepting any recording instruction from the user, displaying a list of scheduled televised 
program available for recording, e.g., TV guide online on web site, and making selection from 
listing causes the host system to transmit programming data to instruct the remotely 
programmable video recording device/system from the user device (see figures 2A-2C and 
[0068]-[0069]). 

Regarding claim 37, Franco discloses that the user device is charged a service fee for 
every recording session (see [0116], [0125], [0127], [0153]). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 4, 5 and 10-17 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 
35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations 
of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

7. Claims 9, 18-20, 27 and 30-35 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. Claims 38 and 44-60 are allowed. 

9. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
The closest prior art, Franco (US 20020046407 A1) and Asada (US 6,885,809 B1) 

teaches a media recording apparatus and encoding feature, respectively. Specifically, Franco 
teaches instructing a recording device via computer network for recording broadcast content. 
Asada teaches that a recording device can perform encoding video and audio signals into 
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compression-encoded data to be recorded onto a storage. Franco and Asada, either singularly 
or in combination, fail to anticipate or render the limitations "storing the resultant encoded data 
file in said data store, and transmitting said data file via said network access node to a 
predetermined destination on the Internet" obvious as recited in claim 38, and "using said 
second computing device to transmit said encoded digital representation to a predetermined 
destination via said computer network; and accessing said encoded digital representation from 
said predetermined destination location" as recited in claim 46. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Hesselink et al. (US 6,732, 1 58 B1 ) disclose a VCR webification system. 
Terakado et al. (US 6,802,076 B1) disclose a method and apparatus of an electric 
transmission medium. 

Haroun et al. (US 5,787,259 A) disclose digital interconnects of a PC with consumer 
electronics devices. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ngoc K. Vu whose telephone number is 571-272-7306. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Ngoc K.Vu 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 261 1 
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